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Call us to get your complete workflow solution today!

Efficiency and versatility that will accelerate productivity comes part of a workflow
solution that includes the FC-6000 field controller, Magnet software, a HiPer VR
receiver and the GT-1200/GT-600 single-operator robotic system. The power of long-
range reflectorless measurements comes in your choice of 1”7, 2” or 3” GT-1200
models or 2”, 3” or 5” GT-600 models.
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THE FLORIDA SURVEYOR is the official publication of the Florida Surveying and Mapping
Society, also known as FSMS. It is published monthly for the purpose of communicating with
the professional surveying community and related professions who are members of FSMS. Our
award winning publication informs members eleven months out of the year about national, state,
and district events and accomplishments, as well as articles relevant to the surveying profession.
In addition, continuing educational courses are also available.



PRESIDENT’S Message

September 2025
Members,

| want to thank the student chapter
at the University of Florida for
inviting me to speak. Going to
Gainesville always feels like coming
home. It was a great turnout, with
the North Central Florida Chapter in attendance
as well. A lot of good questions were asked,
and with the help of some of my fellow board
members, we were able to answer them.
Local chapter meetings are the heart and soul
of our society. Fellowship with local surveyors,
gaining new insights, and working toward the
strengthening of our profession are what these

meetings are all about. If you haven't been to one

in a while, | encourage you to attend—and bring .

a friend who might make a great new member. President

| look forward to participating in more of these Robert Johnson
gatherings this year. This month, | plan to attend (772) 370-0558

the Tampa Bay Chapter meeting. president.fsms@gmail.com

Scholarships
While at the University of Florida, | was asked about scholarship opportunities
the society offers for Geomatics students. Funny you should ask: the society
maintains a scholarship fund for students pursuing a degree in Geomatics.
The catch is that you have to apply. | can recall several board meetings where
no one applied for this free money. In addition, many local chapters have
scholarship funds as well. Requirements vary from chapter to chapter, but
they're available if you ask. My local chapter requires you to be a member,
and the cost of membership is free. Click Here for Scholarship Opportunities:
https://www.fsms.org/scholarship-opportunities

Certified Floodplain Surveyor
| was recently sent a survey to gauge interest in a Certified Floodplain

The Florida Surveyor Page 1


https://www.fsms.org/scholarship-opportunities
mailto:president.fsms%40gmail.com?subject=

PRESIDENT’S Message

Surveyor program. This program expands a surveyor's knowledge of Flood
Insurance Rate Maps, Letters of Map Change (LOMA, LOMR-F, LOMR), No-
Rise Certifications, and the Flood Elevation Certificate. | am a strong advocate
of education, and specialized knowledge of anything we do in our day-to-day
operations is an asset to our profession.

Legislative Matters

Committee assignments have been set, the conference is behind us, and

the real work of the society begins. We already know there will be another
challenge to our profession this session. The First Step Florida Surveyors
and Mappers Credentialing and Licensure protocol as an alternative pathway
to temporary licensure, is expected to be re-submitted. As it was last year,
this remains a bad bill. It is extremely important to support our Legal and
Legislative Committee in any way we can. The best way to do that is to

make a donation to the PAC. Big donations are great, but small ones matter
too. Please know that every contribution makes a difference. Click Here for
donations and to find out more about FSMPAC: https://www.fsms.org/fsm-
political-action-committee

Final Thoughts

| recently stumbled upon a book I'm finding very informative: The Swamp
Peddlers by Jason Vuic. It explores the development of Florida shortly after
World War Il and the role of developers like Gulf America and the General
Development Corporation (GDC). Developments Like Port Charlote and
Deltona were discussed, and Living on the Treasure Coast, | see the results of
their work in communities like Port St. Lucie and the Sebastian Highlands.

As | mentioned in last month’'s message, this is your society. Your opinion
matters, and | would like to hear from you regarding any comments or
suggestions you may have. Please email me at president.fsms@gmail.com.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert N. “Bob” Johnson, PSM, CFM
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2025-26 FSMS Offcers
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The Florida Surveyor

President-Elect

Brion Yancy
(772) 475-7475

brionyancy@gmail.com

Vice President

Allen Nobles
(850) 385-1179
allen@burritobrothers.biz

Secretary

Eddie Suarez
(786) 865-3172

esuarez@longitudefl.com

Treasurer

Bon Dewitt
(352) 682-6007
bon@ufl.edu

Immediate
Past President

Richard Pryce
(954) 651-5942

rdpryce@gmail.com
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2025-26
Districts
and Directors

District 1 - Northwest

>
6
7

Bay, Calhoun, Escambia, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes,
Jackson, Jefterson, Leon, Liberty, Madison, Okaloosa,
Santa Rosa, Taylor, Wakulla, Walton, Washington

Angela Bailey

(850) 559-5039
bailey.angelakay@gmail.
com

Chad Thurner
(850) 200-2441

chad.thurner@sam.biz

District 2 - Northeast

Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, Dixie, Duval,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Levy, Marion, Nassau,
Putnam, Suwannee, St. Johns, Union

Pablo Ferrari Nick Digruttolo
(904) 219-4054 (352) 374-2249
pferrari@drmp.com ndigrutt@gmail.

com

District 3 - East Central

Brevard, Flagler, Indian River, Lake, Okeechobee, Orange,

Osceola, Seminole, Martin, St. Lucie, Volusia

Howard Ehmke
(772) 206-4650

hehmke@carterassoc.com

Al Quickel
(352) 552-3756

alq.fsms@gmail.com

District 4 - West Central

Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk,

Sumter

Tim Morris
(813) 506-4015

tmorris@civilsurv.com

Scott Vannetta

(352) 796-9423 ext. 1031
svannetta@coastal-
engineering.com

District 5 - Southwest

Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, High-
lands, Lee, Manatee, Sarasota

Shane Christy
(941) 840-2809

schristy@georgefyoung.com

Stephen Shawles
(239) 481-1331
sshawles@
haleyward.com

District 6 - Southeast

Broward, Palm Beach

John Liptak
Earl Soeder (786) 547-6340
(954) 818-2610 johnliptak@icloud.
earl.soeder@duncan-parnell.com com

District 7 - South

Miami-Dade, Monroe

Manny Vera, Jr.
(305) 221-6210

mverair@mgvera. com

Jose Sanfiel
(305) 375-2657
psm5636@gmail.com

NSPS Director

Russell Hyatt
(941) 812-6460

russell@hvyattsurvey.com
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2025-26
Chapter

Presidents

District 1 District 3 District 5

Panhandle
David Lee

dlee@baskervilledonovan.com

Gulf Coast

Jonathan Gibson
jgibson0102@gmail.com

Chipola

Jesse Snelgrove
jsnelgrove@
snelgrovesurveying.com

Northwest FL

Jeremiah Slaymaker
jslay@wginc.com

District 2

FL Crown

Brandon Robbins
brndrbbns@netscape.net

North Central FLL

David Smith
dsmith@CFEB-inc.com

UF Geomatics

Austin Rupert
austinrupert@ufl.edu

The Florida Surveyor

Central FLL
Eddie Munoz, Jr.

emunoz@
southeastersurveying.com

Indian River

Brion Yancy
bvancy@bowman.com

Volusia

Jeff Barnes
jbarnes5576@gmail.com

District 4

Ridge
Kenneth Glass

kglass@civilsurv.com

Tampa Bay
John Beland

ibeland@mckimcreed.com

Charlotte Harbor
Derek Miller

millersurveying@comcast.net

Collier-Lee

Cameron Harmon
charmon.rma@gmail.com

Manasota

Collin Naaman
cnaaman@brittsurveying.com

District 6

Broward
Benjamin Hoyle
benjamin.hoyle@kci.com

Palm Beach
Earl Soeder

earl.soeder@duncan-
parnell.com

FAU Geomatics

Rene Garza
rgarza2023@fau.edu

District 7

Miami-Dade
Eddie Suarez

marketing@longitudefl.com
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2025-26 Committees

Standing Committees

Nominating Committee Brion Yancy
Membership Committee Shane Christy
Finance Committee Bon Dewitt
Ethics Committee Nick DiGruttolo
Education Committee Angela Bailey
Constitutionccgcc)rli;;cilelzion Advisory Pablo Ferrari
Annual Meeting Committee Allen Nobles
Legal & Legislative Committee Jack Breed
Surveying & Mapping Council Randy Tompkins
Strategic Planning Committee Brion Yancy
Executive Committee Bob Johnson

Special Committees

Equipment Theft Rick Pryce
Awards Committee Rick Pryce
UF Alumni Recruiting Committee Russell Hyatt

Professional Practice Committee

Lou Campanile, Jr.

Workforce Development Committee

Lou Campanile, Jr.

Liaisons

CST Program Alex Jenkins
FDACS BPSM Don Elder
Surveyors in Government Richard Allen

Academic Advisory

Justin Thomas UF / Earl Soeder FAU

Lou Campamle Jr.

Practice Sections

Geospatial Users Group

Richard Allen

Young Surveyors Network

Joseph Samberg
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SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS

LinkedIn = 2,251 Followers
Facebook = 1.1K Followers
X =390 Followers

Instagram = 497 Followers

YouTube = 61 Subscribers « 23 Videos
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Collier-Lee Chapter — From District 5 Director Stephen Shawles

Previous District 5 Director Don Stouten P.S.M., swears in newly elected officers
during their July chapter meeting.

From left to right, Vice President Scott Urquhart, P.S.M., Jeff Stouten P.S.M. as
Secretary, President Cameron Harmon P.S.M., and lastly, but most importantly,
Jennifer Shepard as Treasurer, who has dedicated her time to the chapter for
more years than we can remember. She is the driving force behind the scenes
and we all owe her our gratitude.
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July 24th Palm Beach Chapter Meeting Recap — From Andrew Beckwith, CST

We had a fantastic turnout at the Lake Worth Drainage District Headquarters
for our July meeting!

A special thank you to Ron Hanson, PSM CPM, Geodetic Services Supervisor
at Florida Department of Transportation, for delivering an insightful 1-hour
CEC class on FDOT FPRN Best Practices. The session was packed with
valuable knowledge and practical takeaways for our surveying and mapping
professionals utilizing the Florida Permanent Reference Network and its
valuable tools.

We're also excited to announce that Tom Whidden of WHIDDEN SURVEYING
& MAPPING, INC. has graciously volunteered to serve as our incoming chapter
President-elect. Thank you, Tom, for stepping up to lead our chapter into the future!

Thank you to everyone who attended and contributed to a successful evening
of learning and collaboration. Stay tuned for updates on our next meeting,
August 28th, 2025 here: fsms-pbc.org



http://fsms-pbc.org/

Central Florida Chapter — From Chapter President Raymond Phillips, PSM

We had nearly 40 attendees for the swearing in of the new officers of the
Central Florida Chapter of the Florida Surveying and Mapping Society. It
was an honor to serve as President of the Chapter for a year and | know |
am leaving it the good hands of Eddie Munoz. Remember we are the Great
Central Florida Chapter.
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From Bottom L to R: Thomas O’Neill, Jr (Assistant Brewer) Gave them a tour
of the brewery. Past President Jack Breed, Director of UF/IFAS Terrell T. "Red"
Baker, Dr. Kay Kelsey (Scott Angle’s wife and UF professor), Pam Hyatt, Dr.
Scott Angle, FSMS NSPS Dir. Russell Hyatt, and Sandra Breed.

By J. Scott Angle
jangle@ufl.edu

| recently had

the pleasure of
sharing a table
with stalwarts of
both FSMS and
the University of
Florida’s geomatics
program.

Jack and Sandy
Breed, John and
Ghia Clyatt, and
Russ and Pam Hyatt
met me in Tampa
for dinner.

Driving down to
meet them was the
least | could do.
Jack still commutes
to Gainesville
weekly to teach.

| was gratified to
hear directly from
him about his
continuing devotion
to students.

The Clyatts and Hyatts continued to praise the program for the
graduates it produces.

| read the recent accreditation report on my way down (I wasn't
driving!). It states: “The program boasts exceptional collaboration
with industry and government, fostering robust support that has
led to direct funding from the State Legislature.”

| saw the words. But | understood them more deeply after an
evening with some of the people who are doing the collaborating,
fostering and supporting - the Breeds, Clyatts and Hyatts.

| already have the 2026 annual meeting on my calendar and hope
to meet more of you.

At the dinner, Jack Breed raised a glass and announced to the
group that he and FSMS had the backs of UF/IFAS, and he hoped
that we have yours. You do.

J. Scott Angle is the University of Florida’s Senior Vice President for
Agriculture and Natural Resources and leader of the UF Institute of Food

and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS).
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Below - FSMS
representation at
South Florida and
Central Florida GIS
Expo Workshops

From Left to Right:

District 4 Director
Earl Soeder, UF
Assistant Director
for Geomatics
Extension Workforce
Education and
Training Katie Britt,
and UF Geomatics
Specialist at

Fort Lauderdale
Research and
Education Center
Todd Bates.

Katie Britt, UF Assistant Director
for Geomatics Extension Workforce
Education and Training.
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From Dr. Youssef Omar Kaddoura - UF Academic Program Specialist

Took this selfie with Diana Phillips, a standout student/professional. Thank you, Diana
Phillips for sharing with us how the GIS Day - Map Contest 2024 literally changed your
career. After her presentation, someone in the crowd saw her work and opened the door
to her dream job. So proud to see how showcasing skills on a map can open real doors!




George Comstock Bolton
December 7% 1931 — July 11 2025

It is with deep sadness that we share the news of George C. Bolton’s passing on
July 11, 2025, in Palm Beach County, Florida, at the age of 93. George was born
in his grandparents' home in Coconut Grove, Florida on December 7th, 1931,
to the late Alex B. Bolton, Sr. and his beloved mother Mary E. “Molly” Harvey
Bolton Burrell. In addition to his parents, George was preceded in death by his
stepfather, Troy E. Burrell, Sr., his brothers Alex B. Bolton, Jr. and Howard W.
Bolton, and his sister, Camille Bolton Wood Young.

George leaves behind the love of his life, Mary E. Burns Bolton, his daughters
Glenda Jolene Bolton-Wiltsie and Melissa Diane Bolton Calabrese along with
his Son-in-law Raymond J. Calabrese, his grandsons Patrick Bolton Calabrese
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and Michael Raymond Calabrese, his granddaughters Jade Elizabeth Wiltsie

and Emma Jean Wiltsie. George grew up in Hialeah, attending Hialeah
Elementary School and Hialeah Junior High School (where he met the love of
his life, Mary). Following that, he attended Miami-Jackson High School.

In 1949, 75 years ago, George, at the age of 17, joined Biscayne Engineering
Company, where his grandfather had worked some years before. George would
travel by bicycle from his family home in Hialeah to the office in downtown
Miami where he worked as a rodman on a field crew. During this time, George
and Mary were dating. Before long, in 1950, George and Mary were married.
He proudly celebrated his 75th wedding anniversary this past January, making
sure to tell everyone he met that this was his wife, and they have been married

for 75 years!

In 1952, during the Korean War conflict, George was drafted into the
Army and following his tour of duty, returned to Biscayne Engineering
Company where he worked for several years. In 1957, George
continued surveying at another respected surveying firm, Schwebke-
Shiskin and Associates in Miami, working his way up from party chief
to partner in the firm.

In 1976, George returned and purchased Biscayne Engineering and

then spent the next decades of his life building up the company that had
given him his start. During this time, he selflessly passed on his wisdom
in surveying and business to other professionals, many of whom went on
to start their own successful businesses. The love of his life, Mary, was his
partner in business as well as at home for the entire duration.

George was a passionate surveyor and set an example to others of how
to be a good surveyor, gathering the evidence needed to support sound
decisions. Even after he had retired, George would regularly come into
the office on weekends and take a group of surveyors to a randomly
selected block in the city, to teach them the art and science of field
surveying, the way he had been taught. And for those more advanced
in their careers, George would inspire and guide them in obtaining
professional licensure.
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Not only did George show others the way in terms of surveying and
business, but he also set a powerful example of what it meant to be a
husband, a father, a brother, and a grandfather. George spent his entire
life head over heels in love with his wife Mary, the girl he had met in
junior high school. And he was a devoted family man, helping to raise
their two daughters while running the company.

And there are no words to express what an important role George
played in the 126-year history of Biscayne Engineering Company. He
lit the way, and although he cannot remain, the light from his torch
will continue to guide all those he touched.

To George’s family, friends and colleagues, his passing will leave a
hole that cannot be filled. But in this time of mourning, comfort can
be taken in the fact that he led a happy and purposeful life, and in so

doing, changed the lives of so many people.

To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of George,
click here for his obituary and final resting place:
https://www.weemsandsonsth.com/obituaries/George-Comstock-

Bolton?obld=43570829
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William "Bill" Taylor Butler

June 28®, 1954 — July 192025

It is with deep sorrow and love that we announce the passing of William Taylor
Butler, who entered eternal rest on July 19, 2025, surrounded by the love of

his family. Bill was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, brother, and friend.
He is survived by his loving wife of 25 years, Vickie Butler; his sons, Michael
(Christina) Reynolds and Evan Butler; and his grandchildren, Megan Reynolds
and Justin Reynolds. He is also survived by his stepmother, Betty Ann Butler;
his brother, David (Mary) Butler, and their daughter Whitney (Michael)

Kirk; his sister, Dixie (Stan) Cox, and their son Chance Cox; several great-
grandchildren; and numerous nieces, nephews, and extended family members
who were deeply important to him.
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Obituary:

He was preceded in death by his father, Omer Cecil “OC” Butler, and his
mother, Virginia Lent Chance.

He leaves behind his beloved cat, Bentley, who was always by his side and
brought him great comfort.

A proud Pensacola native, Bill began his academic journey at Pensacola Junior
College (now PSC), where he earned his Associate of Arts in Chemistry.

He went on to study pre-med sciences including chemistry, mathematics,

and psychology at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville before ultimately
transferring to the University of Florida to pursue his true passion: surveying
and geomatics. He earned his Bachelor of Science in Land Surveying in 1980
and remained a proud Florida Gator all his life.

After graduation, Bill gained valuable experience in coal exploration surveying
in Mississippi and in control and real estate surveying across South Florida. In
1981, he returned home to Pensacola and, in 1983, where he served as president
and Professional Surveyor and Mapper (PSM) for over 42 years at Butler &
Associates, Inc. His leadership, expertise, and mentorship shaped a thriving
business that earned deep respect in the industry. His work ethic and vision
continue to live on through the dedicated team he built.

Bill’s life was a reflection of generosity, strength, and compassion. He was
known for his kind heart and selfless nature; he was always ready to lend a
hand, offer advice, or simply be there for those he loved. He was a member of
Olive Baptist Church and an active participant in the Eagle Wings Motorcycle
Association (EWMA), where he found great joy and camaraderie.

Bill also gave his time to causes close to his heart. He served on the Board

of Directors for Flying High with Autism, the Advisory Board for Project
Search, and briefly as Interim Escambia County Surveyor in 2017, reflecting his
ongoing commitment to community development and supporting individuals
with unique challenges.

The family would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Tim Connolly (best
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friend) for his unwavering support during this time; to the loving Durant family
for their many years of support and care; and to the incredible staff at Ascension
Sacred Heart Hospital for their compassionate care during Bill’s final days.

A special thanks also goes to the dedicated employees of Butler & Associates,
who have been part of his journey and will continue to carry on his legacy.

Bill Butler lived a life marked by love, faith, and ft. He was our rock, our
protector, and our encourager. Though our hearts are heavy, we are comforted by
the countless memories and the legacy he leaves behind. His light will continue
to shine through all those who knew and loved him.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the family via the following link:

https://gofund.me/51£512£2

We provide precision
mapping and surveying
services for design,
planning, and
construction projects
utilizing advanced aerial,
mobile, static lidar
sensors, and

metric cameras.

Learn more about what we Jf E
do by scanning this QR l|.!-J" LIJ:H

code with your

device’s camera: E""' ﬁ

Geomatics | Lidar | Photogrammetry



https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-honor-my-papa-bill-support-for-funeral-and-family?attribution_id=sl:f002e184-135f-45a9-bd7e-95e4a534c69d&lang=en_US&ts=1753157305&utm_campaign=man_sharesheet_dash&utm_content=amp13_t1-amp14_t2&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link&v=amp14_t2
https://www.gpinet.com/expertise/geospatial/

Richard Joel Jenkins

September 11", 1953 — August 7%, 2025

Richard J. Jenkins, age 71, after an extended illness, passed away peacefully on
Thursday August 7, 2025, at his home surrounded by his family in Glen St.
Mary, FL. He was born on September 11, 1953, to Arrie Lee (Blankinship)

and Hiram M. “Buster” Jenkins in Lake City, FL where he was raised. He

was a lifelong member of Lantern Park Baptist Church in Lake City, FL. He
graduated from Columbia County High School in 1971 and attended Florida
Gateway College, formerly Lake City Community College, and pursued a career
in Land Surveying and Mapping. In 1987 he became a Licensed Professional
Land Surveyor. He has been a Partner at LD Bradley Land Surveyors for the
last 30 years.
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Ricky was preceded in death by his parents, and brother Billy Jenkins. Survivors
include his beloved wife of 43 years, Cindy; son, Jeremy Jenkins (Ashley) of
Glen St. Mary; daughter Jessica Jenkins (Erika) of Macclenny, FL., sister Rita
Cox (Gordon) of Lake City, FL; grandchildren Abby Craig, Kelsey Holtom
(Pacey), Macey Jenkins; several nieces, great nieces and nephews, and many
other dear family and friends.

Ricky was a devoted Husband, Father, Papa and a true friend to so many. He

loved spending time outdoors; hunting, fishing, boating, or just riding in the
woods looking for arrowheads. His favorite time however was spent with his
family. Click here if you would like to access his obituary:
https://www.gatewayforestlawn.com/obituary/Richard-Jenkins



https://www.gatewayforestlawn.com/obituary/Richard-Jenkins
https://www.egps.net/
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UF Geomatics Extension Program to coordinate
Florida Trig-Star Math Competition

By Stephanie Castellano

The University of Florida’s Geomatics Extension Program is excited to
announce that the Trig-Star Competition, sponsored by the National Society of
Professional Surveyors, is returning to Florida for the 2025-2026 school year.
This competition tests students’” mathematics and trigonometry skills while
introducing them to careers in the surveying and mapping industry; teaching
practical, everyday applications of math. Surveyors work outdoors, indoors,
on land, in the air, and at sea, using the latest technologies, including UAVs
(drones), computer mapping equipment, and GPS.

The program offers cash prizes for statewide winning students and teachers.
State winners are invited to participate in the National Trig-Star Competition.
Students who compete and go on to pursue a degree in a surveying related field
are eligible to apply for the annual Trig-Star Scholarship.

To participate, the Geomatics Extension Program will connect schools with
local surveyors to provide a classroom presentation about the career, practical
applications of trigonometry, and the competition. Our Extension Program will
also coordinate with surveyors to proctor the exam for each school.

Trig-Star for Teachers: Teachers who are interested in having their students
compete can reach out to geo-extension@ifas.ufl.edu for more information.

Trig-Star for Industry Professionals: If you are interested in promoting careers in
the industry to a future generation of surveyors, there are plenty of ways to get
involved. If you have connections with math teachers or administrators in your
local school, please share information about the competition. If you would like
to work directly with a school, you can present about Trig-Star and surveying
applications in schools, and proctor the exam to a local school. Opportunities
are also available for local FSMS chapters and firms to sponsor prizes for state
winners. For more information about how you can help make the statewide
competition successful, please reach out to geo-extension@ifas.ufl.edu.
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UFIIFAS

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

Math Compretdbion

The University of Florida’s Geomatics Extension Program is excited to announce
that the NSPS Trig-Star Competition is returning to Florida for the 2025-2026
school year. The program promotes practical uses of mathematics and the
surveying profession in general.

We need your help making the state-wide competition successful!

If you are interested in promoting careers in the industry to a future generation of
surveyors, there are plenty of ways to get involved! If you have connections with
math teachers or administrators in your local school, please share information
about the competition. If you would like to work directly with a school, you can
present about Trig-Star and surveying applications in schools and proctor the
exam to a local school. Opportunities are also available for local FSMS chapters

and firms to sponsor prizes for state winners. If you are interested in
participating in any way, or if you just want to be kept up to date on the program,
please reach out to geo-extension@ifas.ufl.edu.

ffgs.ifas.ufl.edu/geomatics-extension

The University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution.
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UFIIFAS

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

Meth Compretition

TRIG-STAR

Information
for Teachers

The University of Florida’s Geomatics Extension Program is excited to announce
that the NSPS Trig-Star Competition is returning to Florida for the 2025-2026
school year. This competition tests students’ mathematics and trigonometry
skills while introducing them to careers in the surveying and mapping industry,
teaching practical, every day applications of math. Surveyors work outdoors,
indoors, on land, in the air, and at sea, using the latest technologies, including
UAVs (drones), computer mapping equipment, and GPS!

The program offers cash prizes for statewide winning students and teachers.

State winners are invited to participate in the National Trig-Star Competition.

Students who compete and go on to pursue a degree in a surveying related field
are eligible to apply for the annual Trig-Star Scholarship.

To participate, the Geomatics Extension Program will connect schools with local
surveyors to provide a classroom presentation about the career, practical
applications of trigonometry, and the competition, and will proctor the exam for
each school. Teachers who are interested in having their students compete can
reach out to geo-extension@ifas.ufl.edu for more information!

ffgs.ifas.ufl.edu/geomatics-extension

The University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution.
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UFIIFAS

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

Seonpple Problene

TRIG-STAR PROBLEM LOCAL CONTEST

KNOWN: DISTANCE BC = 720.51 DISTANCE CD = 411.11
4 BAD = 84'48'36"

FIND:  DISTANCE AB (10 POINTS)
BEQUIRED ANSWER FORMAT
DISTANCE AD (10 POINTS) DISTANCES: NEAREST HUNOREDTH

DISTANCE AC (10 POINTS)

PAGE TOTAL: POINTS

COPYRIGHT NSPS SHEET 2 OF 3

ffgs.ifas.ufl.edu/geomatics-extension

The University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution.
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Florida’s Geology

A Brief Geologic History of Florida

Florida Geological Survey News and Research
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July 2025 FLORIDA GEOLOGICAL SURVEY NEWS AND RESEARCH

Florida Geological Survey News and Research

11/05/2012 Florida Crossroads — Florida Remembers - Rocks, Water, Life: Florida's Geology - The Florida
Channel

A Brief Geologic History of Florida

Have you ever wondered where the sand on the beaches in Florida originates? Why are
there rolling hills between Tampa and Orlando? What is the reason shark teeth occurring
in rocks far from coastlines? Florida’s geological history provides answers. Our history
is one of changing sea levels, and the shape and size of the land mass currently above
sea level that we recognize as Florida has been very different in the past.

Plate Tectonics: Forming Florida’s Basement Rocks

The land that we identify as Florida originated as the result of plate tectonics. Deep below
Florida’s current land surface we find igneous and metamorphic basement rocks upon
which more recent sedimentary rocks were later deposited. We |earn_about these
basement rocks by studying cores drilled to depths of more than 10,000 feet below land
surface. These basement rocks formed hundreds of millions of years ago. They were
once located on what was to become the African and South American continental plates,
which were then part the Laurentian continent. Around 475 million years ago, when
trilobites ruled the oceans and early vertebrates were evolving, this Laurentian continent
collided with other landmasses to begin to form the supercontinent of Pangea. As a result
of this tectonic collision, mountain belts formed, including the Appalachian Mountains.
There were likely several collisions lasting until about 250 million years ago, with
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Florida’s Geology

Florida’s basement rocks located in the interior of the supercontinent of Pangea, far from
any coastlines. At this time Earth was experiencing the Permian-Triassic extinction,
which killed about 90% of all species on the planet. It was after this extinction that
dinosaurs flourished.

Figure 1. Florida’s basement rocks, accessed by drilling deep cores, can be viewed at the FGS’s Florida Geologic
Sample Collections Facility. Click the image above to watch “Rocks, Water, Life: Florida’s Geology.”

Carbonate Platform: Evidence of the Ocean

Pangea then began to rift apart, leaving Florida’s basement rocks, originally part of proto-
Africa and South America, sutured onto the North American continent. These rifts
resulted in the peninsular shape of Florida, as well as the formation of the surrounding
ocean basins. As these oceans developed, they bathed the basement rocks in warm,
tropical water. Carbonates, including limestone, were deposited under these waters, on
top of the basement rocks. Thousands of feet of layered carbonate sediments settled
over the basement rocks to form a carbonate platform, with the weight of the successive
layers causing the platform to subside, or sink. These carbonates often contain shells,
teeth, bones and other fossils that provide a record of the organisms that lived in those
oceans. Fossil shark teeth, deposited during the time that the carbonates were forming,
remain in the limestone as evidence that the land currently exposed was once under the
ocean.
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Florida’s Geology

The oldest rocks now exposed on the surface of Florida belong to the Avon Park
Formation. This carbonate formation was deposited beneath a shallow sea around 40
million years ago, long after the Cretaceous/Paleogene extinction event, which killed off
all dinosaurs except birds. Because dinosaurs went extinct before the Avon Park
Formation was deposited, dinosaur fossils are not present in Florida’s shallow carbonate
rocks.
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Figure 2. Sea biscuit fossils, commonly found in Florida limestone, provide evidence of Florida’s marine history.
Shifting Sands: Stories of Change

Over millions of years, sea levels rose and fell for a variety of reasons, including
tectonics, changes in global ice volume, changes in ocean temperature and limestone
dissolution. Sediments were deposited in successive layers in a variety of environments,
including coral reefs, lagoons, beaches, deltas and barrier islands. Carbonate sediments
form in warm, clear water, usually marine. Quartz-rich sediment, including pebbles,
sand, silt and clay, were carried by streams and currents from upslope, originating in
rocks of the Appalachian Mountains. For millions of years a current flowing across
northern Florida and southern Georgia, called the Suwannee Current, prevented most
siliciclastic sediment from reaching the peninsula. This current lessened about 30 million
years ago allowing sediment derived from the Appalachian Mountains to be deposited
over Florida’s carbonate platform. Parts of Florida were above sea level. During these
last 30 million years, terrestrial animals roamed exposed parts of Florida, leaving fossil
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Florida’s Geology

remains that now provide one of the world’s richest records of Cenozoic mammalian
evolution. Some of the animals preserved include horses, saber-toothed cats, elephants,
rhinoceroses, deer and giant sloths.
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Figure 3. Terrestrial mammal fossils, such as the saber-toothed cat above, attest to the timing of Florida’s emergence
from the ocean.

Florida’s Geomorphology: Karst Development and Beach Building

Carbonate rocks like limestone, once exposed to the atmosphere, are readily dissolved
by rainwater, which is naturally slightly acidic. Dissolution, occurring over millions of
years, resulted in the karst features apparent in Florida today, including caves,
sinkholes, springs and swallets. Our thick platform of porous limestone is geologically
young. Because of the combination of abundant rainwater and thick, young limestone,
Florida has one of the highest concentrations of springs in the U.S. and one of the most
productive aquifer systems in the world.

Siliciclastic sediment carried by streams and currents was deposited over the limestone,
sometimes to be topped again by more limestone when sea levels once again rose.
Evidence of these changes can be found in Florida’s geologic record, chronicled in the
layers of sediment we can observe and drill down through.
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Florida’s Geology

Sand that currently makes up Florida’s beaches can be derived from carbonate material,
as it is in the Florida Keys, or can be predominantly quartz sand weathered from the
Southern Appalachian Mountains. White quartz sand beaches are a distinctive feature
of Florida’s current Gulf Coast barrier islands, like St. George Island and Perdido Key.
Once the quartz sand is deposited by water on or near these beaches, it is often picked
up and carried by wind. Wind-formed, or aeolian, dunes are a characteristic feature of
these beach environments. Similar dunes formed between Tampa and Orlando at times
of higher sea levels. By studying processes of formation currently happening, we can
learn how past geologic deposits and features could have formed.

Rocks, Water, Life: Florida’s Geology

Explore the geologic history of Florida further in this Florida Crossroads video “Rocks
Water, Life: Florida’s Geology.” In this video, you can hear our former and current State
Geologists describe Florida’s geologic history. You will see Florida’s basement rocks,
housed at our Florida Geologic Sample Collections Facility. The video also highlights
important outcrops as our former Assistant State Geologist visits notable geologic
features around the state. Watch closely for a preview of our next State Geological Site!

Additional Resources

Bryan, J.R., Scott, T.M., and Means, G.H., 2008, Roadside Geology of Florida: Missoula, Mountain
Press, 376 p.

Hatchett, L., 2000, Geologic History of Florida: Florida Geological Survey Poster 7, Color, 25” x
377, https://doi.org/10.35256/P07.

Hine, A.C., 2013, Geologic History of Florida: Major Events That Formed the Sunshine State:
Gainesville, University Press of Florida, 229 p.

Lane, E., ed., 1994, Florida's Geological History and Geological Resources: Florida Geological
Survey Special Publication 35, 76 p., https://doi.org/10.35256/SP35.
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Surveyors in Government
September 2025

Greetings All,

| love Florida, but from the months of August and a good part of September it is just
hot. | feel for all of our field staff. Make sure your staff has had heat stress training, |
am sure there are plenty of videos on Youtube that will go over proper hydration and
signs of dehydration and heat stroke. We go through classes for that at the City and
recommend it for everyone as it can sneak up on you quickly.

This month | am going to be covering document submittals for regulatory review,
whether it is for platting, lot splits, as-built surveys, or even boundary and topographic
surveys for regulatory review. In the case of the City of Orlando and most agencies,
this takes place for purposes of planning and for permitting. The planning is used

for reconfiguring a property for the anticipated development that requires a survey

to make sure the limits of the property co-incide with the proposed development.
This is done with re-zoning, master plans, planned development, and other planning
processes to regulate the configuration. This brings about the current configuration
and whether the property needs to be platted or if the lot or parcel needs to be split if
the use intends for higher density.

This is the start of the platting process, which is a planning process in most agencies.
For each part of the planning phases the deliverables of survey products can vary
from very outdate surveys or sometimes lacking a survey to be provided. Not all
planning cases require a survey, but many do require it, and a current one to ensure
the development coincides with what exists on the property. As you begin the platting
process, so begins making sure the plat submittals meet the requirements of Florida
Statutes Chapter 177.091 and the entirety of the requirements of Part 1 of the Chapter
and the additional jurisdictional requirements that are more stringent than F.S. 177.
This will become even more important starting in a few days when the new regulatory
process takes effect on July 1st, 2025 and will require a sufficiency review within a
specified period of time to see if everything is needed for a plat review is included. It
must be accepted or rejected within that sufficiency period.

The challenge lies in that you may have all of the documents and it still not be
sufficient for a proper plat review. Most probably think that the local jurisdictions are
just glancing over a plat and then sitting on it for a long while. The issue is that more
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than one plat comes in a month that is new, then you have plats that are in for their
second, third, fourth, and in many cases fifth round reviews. All of the submittals and
resubmittals require review in a timely manner for our organization and most agencies
in general. Now for first round submittals do we see a finished plat that is sufficient for
recording, NO! There are some that are very well put together, but there are others
that seem to be thrown together as quickly as possible with no QA/QC and submitted.
They include information for another part of the state, have notes that conflict with
other notes on the plat, have notes that have no purpose being on the plat.

September 2025 Page 40



Surveyors in Government

With that plat you receive a boundary and for our City a topographic survey, which at
times will be of the property many years before the time of this plat or replat. There
are several companies where the same comments are made with each and every plat.
We provide a plat checklist that everyone is required to sign, but | do not see how
everyone is signing that and submitting what they do. We also will find that a proper
property information report or attorney’s title opinion may be missing or is deficient
in showing encumbrances affecting the property in for platting or replatting. The
reviewers need everything at time of review to make sure they catch the deficiencies
on the plat, boundary, topographic survey, property information report/attorney’s
title opinion, joinder and consent if there is a mortgage, and a plat closure/lot closure
report. As part of our process, we have a field monumentation inspection to make sure
the PRM’s have been set prior to passing a review.

Our review process is done through Project Dox, which is a web based review system.
This is good for documentation, but there are limitations in how the applicant can

see the review comments directly on the face of the plat or other plat submitting
documents. This becomes difficult for the surveyor to see if they are not the applicant
for the process. This is where the agency has to be available to relay the comments on
the face of the plat or the plat supporting documents. We are meeting in-person or via
Microsoft Teams when we run into this issue.

| must preface many are trying to do a good job, and are doing the best they can with
their workloads, but there are many that are just doing a half-assed job and really
are not putting forth their best effort. We find many firms have the same comments
each and every time. Fix your bearing notes, they say one thing in the notes but then
another in the certification. Make sure your information supports itself is a big issue.
This is an issue with several different surveying companies where you will hear other
agencies with the same issue, we call it professional hand-holding. You will hear the
on-going discussion that were are performing their initial QA/QC process.

If you remember earlier in the article | speak about regulatory review and not just
platting. So you do see this occurs in every aspect of submittals, including boundary
surveys for permits and plats, topographic surveys for permits, as-built surveys

for closing out a commercial or multifamily residental permit. We are seeing what
appears to be submittals that have not been reviewed in a QA/QC process. | get it
sometimes that we are all on tight deadlines that create a struggle to sufficiently
review the document. You will not hear me complain when a few simple mistakes are
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made periodically, these are routine comments that you will see with each and every
submittal. How do we look to combat this issue? | have reviewers saving a case file or
repeating firms, when there is a large breadth of information in that folder, we will
be getting with the firm to discuss the issue and seeing what their plan is to rectify
the issue or if it needs to be escalated to the regulatory review board for further
investigation. Now in this instance, you have just a couple of firms in this realm, and

| am sure they know who they are from the comments they receive from staff. As we
discuss this issue, it is primarily with platting.

| can tell you as well, we have seen an uptick in boundary disputes and the two surveys
provided by the adjacent landowners both look deficient. | had to send one of our
plans examiners a statement to send to each landowner that | did not see sufficient
boundary retracement on either survey to say if one surveyor or another had provided
sufficient information to say one properly tied down the plat. Both had very limited
retracement efforts on the block in which they were surveying. The lots were adjacent,
front to rear, and neither had any common corners.

| hear that with technology we should be getting better as surveyors, especially when
you compare the effort of surveyors early in the development of this land, but the
truth appears to be some surveyors are getting worse, relying solely on technology
instead of doing sufficient retracement, or sufficient review of their survey products. |
believe we are in such a great profession and must remember we are hear to protect
the public with their biggest investment, to make sure we put forth our best effort to
provide them with a survey product that meets their needs while standing on their
own merits that it is a good product. | know many surveyors do try to do this, and |
am not singling everyone out, you have a few that just appear to desire money over
putting out a great survey. We have checklists for as-built surveys as well to aid in the
process to make sure the requirements are being reviewed, at least the surveyor signs
that they do even if for some reason they fail to do so.
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For those who try day in and day out to QA/QC your work and make sure you are
providing your clients with a good survey, my hats off to you. | know it can be
challenging, especially as busy as we all get. Juggling everything, working to find staff,
managing existing staff, keeping up with day-to-day operations, while satisfying clients,
finding new ones, and all of the other trials and tribulations of running a survey
company can be a challenge, and one that | deal with in other manners, so | try to
remember that as well. We all must remember our first duty is to protect the public,
and some are failing to do so.

Until next time my friends, | bid you adieux.
Thank you for taking the time to read this article!

Sincerely,

Richard Allen,
City Surveyor for Orlando

FSMS Surveyors in Government Liaison
President of the Geospatial Users Group
ASPRS Florida Region Director

407.246.2788 (0)
Richard.Allen@orlando.gov
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An Uncommon History of Tallahassee & Surrounding Areas
by Dr. Joe Knetsch

Hardy Bryan Croom settled in Gadsden County before building
Tallahassee's iconic Goodwood Plantation in the 1830s

(State Library and Archives of Florida)
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CHAPTER 3
Some Early Settlers of Gadsden and Leon Counties

t 1s too often assumed that the settlement of early “Middle Florida”

begins with the founding of the city of Tallahassee, in 1824. Bertram
H. Groene, in his Ante-Bellum Tallahassee implies that the area was nearly a
total wilderness at the time of the capital’s founding and that there were only
a “few plantation owners” in the area of Little River nearby. The author did
note that two of the men, Jonathan Robinson and Sherrod McCall were
contracted to build the new log capitol in Tallahassee. What Groene did not
realize at the time of his writing his history, that the Gadsden area, especially
that centered on Rocky Comfort Creek and Little River, was already a
thriving settlement, known to many in southeastern Georgia and as far away
as New Bern, North Carolina. Indeed, by the time John Lee Williams and Dr.
Simmons met in the area to locate the new capitol, the area near Robinson’s
was already being farmed by a number of men and women, including the
families of John Carnochan, John Collins, John Lines, David Ochiltree,
and others. They were soon joined by other families including the Harvey,
Croom, Hawks, and Blue contingencies. The Rocky Comfort settlement was
a thriving community shipping both cotton and sugar, something pioneered
in Georgia by Thomas Spaulding and John Carnochan’s older brother,
William. Many who began the Rocky Comfort settlement, later referred to
as “Crossroads” began their Florida residence even before the territory was
officially American. They joined John Carnochan in his attempts to farm
along the Apalachicola River, not far from Fort Gadsden.

John Carnochan was not your typical frontier farmer/settler. He was
a well-known businessman and shipper living first in Darien where he was
briefly the teller in the Union Bank (not a low position as it 1s perceived
today), and later in Savannah, Georgia. Like his brothers, William and
Richard, both successful businessmen, John was reared in Kirkcudbright,
Scotland, and migrated to the United States and into Charleston, South
Carolina. He soon left Charleston and headed to Nassau, the Bahamas
where he set up shop as a merchant (possibly in connection with his older
brother, William). He returned to Charleston in 1804 and soon was on the
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move again, this time to Savannah. John worked in the import/export busi-
ness, shipping mostly materials from England (Liverpool) into the United
States as shown in the local newspapers of the day. Brother William, who
had been involved in sugar growing and distilling became an important ally
of Thomas Spaulding and was, by 1811 experimenting with sugar growing
on the sea islands of Georgia. By 1816, he was building up his sugar works
at his plantation, known as “The Thicket”, five miles from Darien. He was
soon shipping sugar and rum to his brother in Savannah and establishing one
of the more successful sawmills on the Altamaha River. Both brothers made
many friends in Darien and McIntosh County and some of these eventually
joined John in Gadsden County. William’s fortune and luck ran out when the
area of Darien was devastated by the hurricane of 1824, in which his mills
were destroyed and one of his slaves drowned. John, meanwhile, had formed
a notable partnership with Peter Mitchel, another Savannah merchant with
world-wide connections. Peter Mitchel and his family were to play important
parts in the early history of Florida. Both Peter and his brother, Octavius,
served in the first Territorial Legislative Council, Peter representing St.
Augustine and Octavius, representing Pensacola. The firm of CGamochan and
Mitchel was soon to be the purchaser of the lands encompassing the Forbes
Purchase, probably at the behest of Peter’s younger brother, Colin. John was
soon on the frontier of Florida settling along the Apalachicola River and
beginning the farming of sugar and cotton.

John brought with him most of his slaves and his overseer, John Collins,
who also took up a separate residence along the river. Joining this pairing
was William Heaton Ellis, who seems to have sold his holdings in Georgia
prior to immigrating to Florida in the spring of 1820. Henry Yonge, another
Mclntosh County resident, also came to the area of the Apalachicola in
1821. He may have also brought his son, Henry A. Yonge, into Florida since
the son was soon farming corn on the western side of the river across from
his father’s home. William S. Pope and John Tanner also joined this little
settlement and began their family’s long history in Florida. A permanent
settlement was planned for the area near the old fort and a town, named
Colinton (for Colin Mitchel), was laid out but never developed (another
long Florida tradition). The Darien Gazette for February 17, 1821, noted the
growth of the area: “In the course of the present week, a vessel has cleared
our custom-house for Florida, with a cargo of Sugar Cane Plants, Cotton
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Seed, and Agricultural Utensils, &c. which, we learn, are intended for the

use of the settlement now forming, on what is called the Forbes Purchase,

on the Apalachicola River.” After giving the settlement some very positive
publicity, the article concluded by stating: “This land is also well adapted to
the cultivation of Sugar Cane; which, taking into view the depressed situation
of the cotton trade, offers to the planter additional inducements to go thither,
provided the Floridas are ceded to this country, of which there scarcely
remains any doubt.” Notices such as this were sent to other newspapers along
the Atlantic Coast enticing more settlers to come.

Trouble with the Indians, who were not fully supportive of further
white immigration to Florida, especially that of Americans, soon led to the
abandonment of the Apalachicola settlement (although not all left nor was
the property abandoned in the legal sense), and most of the settlers moved
eastward toward the Ocklockney River. It was here that John Carnochan
constructed the “Laurel Grove Plantation” near the confluence of Rocky
Comfort Creek and Little River. In 1824, he commissioned Daniel McNeil
to survey the area that has become known as “The Little River Survey.” John
Lines joined the community and was already known to many as the friend
of Judge Robinson. Lines soon married Robinson’s daughter Sarah to begin
a long line of prominent Gadsden countians. John Lines also constructed a
much needed mill on the creek running through his property. Next to Lines’s
settlement was that of Sherrod McCall. Sherrod McCall was a prominent
land owner and cotton grower in southern Georgia, owning land in at least
six Georgia counties prior to coming to Florida. Unlike many of the first
settlers, both Robinson and McCall hailed from Bullock County, whereas
many of the earliest settlers came from the four counties of McIntosh, Glynn,
Camden, and Chatham. McCall was unique among the early planters in
Gadsden in that he came to “retire” from the usual heavy load of plantation
ownership, at least according to family legend. He not only had his hogs
and cattle ranging on his lands in the Rocky Comfort area, but also logged
his lands along the Apalachicola River at Aspalaga Landing and raised silk
worms on his property that was noted for its high quality. (Whether the
Marquis de Lafayette or his agent knew of McCall’s success in silk culture 1s
unknown at present.)

The Reverend David L. White (who served in many capacities in early
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Gadsden County) also joined the group, but on the outside of the Forbes
Purchase line, as it was then known. He arrived in the Territory and settled
near the Little River in 1822. He later served as county judge for twenty-one
years, from 1824-1845. His journal is one of the more important documents
relating the history of our area. Another neighbor of the day was Jonathon
Thomas, a North Carolinian, who lived briefly at Rocky Comfort until his
dearh in 1827. His daughter, Elizabeth, married Jesse McCall, the son of
Sherrod. Another of Jonathon Thomas’s daughters, Mary (more commonly
known as Polly) married Lewis Gregory. This adventurous couple were
married in Duplin County, North Carolina and then migrated to Florida.
Most of these immigrants to Florida were recruited by John Carnochan,
acting as the resident agent for the defunct Carnochan and Mitchel firm,
which became, after many shiftings of ownerships, the Apalachicola Land

Company in 1835, the year the Supreme Court of the United States ruled in
favor of Colin Mitchel in the lawsuit, Colin Mutchel, etal. V. The United States.

By 1827, the settlement at Rocky Comfort had grown so large as to
demand its own post office, which was obtained in that year with David
Ochiltree, of North Carolina, as its first post master. (The post office was
bonded by Bryan Croom and Robert Forbes, not a direct relative of John or
Thomas Forbes of the firm.) Ochiltree and his wife, Lucy Winslow, migrated
to Gadsden County in either 1826 or early 1827. They probably brought with
them David’s widowed sister, Betsy Ochiltree McLean and her children. One
of Betsy’s sons, Hugh, erved as a witness to John Carnochan’s will. Hugh
McLean’s daughter, Euphenia (or Eflie) married Benjamin Hawks, brother-
in-law to Bryan Croom. Benjamin Hawks was a capable attorney but suffered
poor health most of his life. Both Benjamin and his sister, Evelina Singleton
Hawks Croom, who died of complications from child-birth, died at the
settlement and are buried on the old Benjamin Hawks property (I have visited
their brick vaulted graves). A school, the Gadsden Academy, was established
in 1837 at the “Crossroads” settlement. An earlier school, run by one Amizi
A. Beach (who advertised his school in the 1831 Florida Courier) had men such
as John Lines, Jonathan Robinson, Sherrod McCall, and Henry Gee (Later
Grand Master of the Masonic Lodge in Florida) to vouch for his credentials
as a graduate of Princeton College opened an English and Classical Boarding
School. When the Gadsden Academy opened its doors, it had for Trustees;
Jonathan Robinson, David L. White, Joseph King, Daniel L. Kenan, Calvin
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Blake, and John T. Burney. All of these men were associated with the Rocky
Comfort/Little River area.

The name of Croom is always associated with Tallahassee because of
the fame and beauty of Goodwood Plantation. However, Tallahassee was
not the first area of settlement for this prominent New Bern, North Caro-
lina family. The Croom brothers, Hardy Bryan and Bryan Hardy Croom
were established in Gadsden County early in its history. Bryan Croom
built his plantation in Section 23 of the Little River Survey. Hardy Croom
owned land and a plantation on the Apalachicola River just north of John
Carnochan’s land. The land had been inspected by the Croom brother’s
father, William, but the elder Croom decided against moving himself while
recommending the area to his sons. William took out a contract for sale with
Henry Yonge and William appears to have actually had his own slaves clear
some of this land. In the years that followed the brothers tried to negotiate
a final settlement for the property using John Carnochan as the go-between.
Bryan’s plantation was called “Rocky Comfort Plantation” in honor of the
creek running near the land and the settlement of the same name. As most
everyone knows, the family of Hardy Croom lost their lives in the wreck of
the Home, and even though Bryan finished the construction of Goodwood
Plantation, the final title was many years in litigation.

A final word about John Carnochan. His role has been largely ignored
in the story of early Gadsden County, and only Miles Womack’s history has
taken any significant notice of him. As noted earlier, he came to America in
1800 and finally settled in Savannah. He married Harriet Francis Putnam,
the daughter of Israel Henry Putnam and his first wife, Susannah Fraser,
the daughter of a Major James Fraser of the British army. Six children were
known to have been produced by this marriage, but three never made it to
adultood. The only son was named John Murray Carnochan, who became one
of the most gifted surgeons in America during his lifetime. During his time in
Savannah, John held many positions of public trust and honor. In 1812, he was
elected to the board of the Planter’s Bank and served with William Gaston,
John Bolton, and John P. Williamson, among others in this capacity. In 1817,
he was put on the board for the Bank of the United States, Savannah Branch
where he served with two of the famed Habersham family and John McNish, a
well-respected merchant, among others. He also served on the Savannah Poor
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House and Hospital board and other posts. He developed a close relationship,
both personally and fiscally, with John P. Williamson and this explains, in part,
why this dynamic family made its appearance in Florida. It is from the heirs
of this man that the State purchased some of the survey notes and letters of
the Apalachicola Land Company. John Carnochan was not just a speculator
in the woods of Florida, he was a recognized man of means and talent when
he arrived as the head of the first Gadsden settlers. [Note: One of his two
surviving daughters, Mary Dorothea, married George K. Walker, the son of
David Walker and brother of David Shelby Walker. One of the cousins of the
Walker clan was Richard Keith Call, which helps explain the political alliances
in the Territorial period.]

Following the selection of the site of the new capitol in 1823, the first
log capitol building was constructed. Territorial officials, mostly appointed,
came 1n from around the nation. The first civilian governor of Florida,
William Pope Duval came into the capital and assumed office quickly, making
the selection of a home site a priority. He settled on the hill overlooking the
cascades that became known later as Houston Hill, which is now in the area
of Myers Park. He allegedly constructed his first home within the confines
of the ruins of an old Spanish fort, unnamed and unknown to historians of
the era. The property was prime for development and contained a natural
spring which provided the fresh water for his family and servants. Duval was
a natural storyteller and almost always in demand at local parties. According
to Groene, he was not considered very capable by most of the Washington
establishment, but was considered highly competent by Achille Murat and
other pioneers of the day. Duval had many contacts in his native Virginia and
in his adopted state of Kentucky. He later solidified these connections when
his daughter, Laura, married Dr. Arthur M. Randolph of the famed Virginia
family. This lovely couple purchased the San Luis Mission site in 1841 and
developed one of the most progressive plantations in the area, being one
of the first with a steam cotton gin. A. M. Randolph was also one of the
most capable Deputy Surveyors in Florida. [His brother was the beloved
Dr. James Randolph. Although both men were trained physicians, Arthur
practiced sparingly over the years since he loved surveying, and there was not
enough business in Tallahassee to support both brothers in the medical field.]
Although some may have considered Duval inept at governing, his ability to
effectively negotiate cannot be denied. It was as governor and Indian Agent
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that Duval arranged for the removal of the Seminoles/Miccosukees from
the Tallahassee area and helped to arrange the talks that led to the Treaty
of Moultrie Creek where the Seminoles agreed to move further south in

the Peninsula and eventually remove out west. This would not be out of
character for Duval, who, before serving one term in Congress during the
War of 1812, served as captain of mounted rangers in Kentucky. He had a
much more difficult time with Neamathla, the local leader of the Indians in
and around Tallahassee. In the end, this difficult leader of the resistance to
removal was given land near the headwaters of Rocky Comfort Creek, but
the old headman refused to live there, removing himself to his clan’s village
in Alabama. Duval was a stern but fair negotiator who took his job of agent
to the Indians seriously. One of his most important moves as governor/
Indian Agent was to change the boundary of the Moultrie Creek reservation
lands further to the north to include more usable land and preclude the very
unproductive lands in the sand hills. When he left office in 1834, he was truly
tired of the constant travel, negotiating, and pressures from Washington. He
was replaced by Jackson favorite, John Eaton.

Of all the pioneer settlers of Tallahassee, few excelled Colonel Robert
Butler in importance. Butler was the official and legal ward of Andrew
Jackson and grew up in the Hermitage. He later married a niece of Rachel
Jackson, a Donelson, and had a long and successful career in the U. S.
Military, rising to the rank of Colonel and acting as Adjutant to General
Jackson. Butler had been with Jackson during the “First Seminole War” in
1817-18 and had filed the reports on the invasion of Spanish Florida. These
reports were detailed and precise, showing the troop movements, the order
of march and battle, the number of cattle and slaves “recovered” from the
Seminoles and their black allies. He was a large man in size and heart and
his home north of Lake Jackson became the social center for the famed
“May Day” celebrations that included the ring joust described by Lizzie
Brown. When Tallahassee was founded and the land office established,
Butler was given the job of Surveyor General for Florida. He was in charge
of all of the very first official U. S. surveys of land beginning at the Prime
Meridian marker (set down by Acting Governor George Walton). His position
required him to hire the first Deputy Surveyors, among whom were many
of the earliest settlers of Tallahassee. [On the census for 1825, one will
find the names of Romeo Lewis, Paul McCormick, David Thomas, Henry
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Washington, and Benjamin Tenniel. Also on the list is Isham Searcy, the clerk
in the officeand an important member of the local hierarchy.] He hired many
of his surveyors from recommendations of Andrew Jackson and General John
Coflee, who served as Surveyor General for the lands in modern Mississippi
and Alabama. Many of those recommended by these two important men
were highly capable, especially Henry Washington and Benjamin Clements.
Almost all of his early hires had military training and were officers in either
the regular army or state troops. Benjamin Tenniel was charged with laying
out the City ofTallahassee and his survey was limited to one 160 acre tract,
the Southeast Quarter of Township I North, Range I West. Opposite the
newly laid out town was the township donated to the Marquis de Lafayetteby
a grateful Congress and President Monroe. The Township was selected by
former Alabama Congressman John McKee who was very familiar with
frontier land speculations. That the men selected by Butler were generally

of high caliber is attested to by nearly every surveyor who has had to follow
their original lines in the field. Butler was the ultimate in loyal Jackson men.
Few men ever knew the General as well as he did, and 1t showed 1n his
personal loyalties. He was highly partisan to the point of nearly destroying
the career of Henry Washington, who the historians for the Bureau of Land
Management still consider one of the best to ever serve the United States.
Starting from scratch, he set about having the lands of Florida surveyed for
settlement and did, overall, a very remarkable job. His plantation, which he
visited often, was centered at the Lake Jackson Mounds State Historic Site.
Robert Butler and his family are buried on a portion of the property across
the street from the State Historic Site just off of Crowder Road.

Richard Keith Call, it goes without saying, was one of the most important
men to grace the pages of Tallahassee’s history. As a young soldier in the
army of Andrew Jackson, he fought in the decisive Battle of Horseshoe Bend
and when his troops deserted en masse, he decided to stay and fight in the
ranks, which won him Jackson’s personal loyalty. He attained the rank of
Captain and entered Florida with Jackson in 1817-18. He followed Jackson to
Pensacola when the General was appointed Territorial Governor and stayed
behind to make his name. He soon began to practice law in Pensacola and rise
in standing in that community. In 1823, he was appointed brigadier general
of the militia of West Florida and was appointed delegate to the Territorial
Legislative Council. In 1823, he was elected as Delegate to Congress for the

September 2025 Page 56



Forts, Ports, Canals, and Wars

Territory of Florida when the incumbent, General Joseph Hernandez, and two
others split the vote in East Florida. With Jackson’s assistance, he was able to
procure for the new Territory appropriations for the creation of the Pensacola
Naval Yard. In 1824, he married Mary Letitia Kirkman at the Hermitage and
soon returned to Washington. In 1825, however, he was defeated by Joseph

M. White and he moved to Tallahassee to begin anew. He was soon appointed
receiver of public lands for Middle Florida and began to practice law once
more. Gall soon began purchasing lands near Lake Jackson, including most

of the land around Orchard Pond. His thirst for land speculations did not die
with this purchase, and he continued to promote Florida and land speculation
throughout most of his life. At the outbreak of the Seminole War, General
Call took the field and became involved in a controversy that lasted most of
the rest of his life. It was the sad affair dubbed the Battle of the Withlacoochee
and 1t did not go well for the American troops or the Florida militia. Caught in
a well planned attack, the militia could not cross the Withlacoochee River in
time to help withdraw the U. S. regular troops. Both sides accused each other
of cowardice, and the result was distrust between the volunteer and regulars
for the remainder of the Second Seminole War (1835-1842). Call was soon
appointed governor of the Territory (by Jackson), much to the chagrin of his
political enemies. The Seminole War brought further enmity between the
Territory and Washington with the result, in a nutshell, that Call left the ranks
of the Democratic Party and opposed the re-election of Martin Van Buren. In
1841, as a reward for his service in the election of William Henry Harrison,

he was reappointed governor in 1841, this time as a Whig, His last stint as
governor dealt with the end of the Indian War and the struggle over the banks.
Call’s last campaign in politics was for the governorship in 1845, but he was
defeated by William Moseley, the Democratic candidate. [In the Congressional
campaign for the first seats in Congress, Benjamin A. Putnam was defeated by
David Levy Yulee. Putnam was the brother-in-law of Peter Mitchel. ]

The Gamble family of Virginia also served as early pioneers of the
Tallahassee area. The Gambles arrived in Tallahassee on Christmas Eve
of 1823, and were the direct descendants of Captain Robert Gamble, the
Revolutionary hero who led the charge at Stony Point on the Hudson that
openened the way for American control of the river. This Robert Gamble
was a personal friend of General Washington and noted as the leader of the
“Forlorn Hope” regiment. His sons, John Grattan and Robert Gamble,
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both came to Florida with John Grattan. With money earned from work on
the James River Canal, they bought adjoining plantations in Jefferson and
Leon Counties, Waukeenah and Weelaunee. John Grattan married Nancy
Peyton Greenup, the daughter of one of the first governors of Kentucky.
Robert married Letitia Breckenridge, another of the distinguished families
of Virginia. Both men engaged in cotton growing and shipping. Robert’s
son, James, was also a merchant in Tallahassee and was in partnership with
Samuel Reid for a number of years. [Sam Reid was later a U. S. Deputy
Surveyor and developer of Port Leon on the St. Marks River. He married
into the Alston family, and was the brother-in-law of Michael Ledwith and
the other Alston members.] The Gambles are deeply intertwined with the
infamous Union Bank and John Grattan suffered loss of prestige and money
in this venture. His son, Robert, was the founder of the famed sugar growing
plantation on the Manatee River that is today a State Historic Site. The
Gambles married well in terms of political clout and fame. Robert, the son
of John Grattan, married Laura Wirt Randall, daughter of Judge Thomas
Randall and granddaughter of William Wirt, U. S. Attorney General and
the man who attempted to build a colony in Jefferson County with German
immigrants. Robert Howard Gamble married Martha Chaires, grand-
aughter of the wealthy planter-investor, Benjamin Chaires, often noted as the
wealthiest man in Territorial Florida. After Martha’s passing, he married a
second time his cousin, Angelica Wirt Robinson of Baltimore, Maryland. The
Gambles brought wealth, prestige and enormous energy to Tallahassee and
we have all benefited in one way or another from their enterprise.

Finally, a word about another governor of the Territorial Period, Thomas
Brown. Born in Westmoreland County, Virginia, in 1785, this energetic man
had an interesting life that is often neglected for the narrow view of his short
term 1n office. He was educated in Charles Town, now Charleston, West
Virginia, and later in Alexandria at McLean’s Private Academy. When the
latter shut its doors, he was offered a midshipman’s warrant to join the Navy.
This was refused and he took up residence with A. C. Cazinova, a French
merchant whose abilities and acumen attracted the likes of Jerome Bonaparte.
Brown not only learned the business lessons, but also became a French scholar.
He studied law briefly in Westmoreland County, but had no interest in making
it his profession. He served briefly under the command of Colonel Alexander
Parker, acting as his clerk and aide. Brown was given a position in the post
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office in Richmond toward the end of the War of 1812. It was there that

he reputedly invented the Post Office Box. He married the niece of Colonel
Parker, Elizabeth Simpson, in 1809, but he was plagued by poor health. He was
put up as a Congressional candidate in 1820, but he was defeated by Thomas
Marshall, the son of Chief Justice John Marshall. Brown was close to James
Monroe and was honored with a visit by the Marquis de Lafayette in 1824.

It may have been this visit that first interested Brown to migrate to Florida,

but no matter, he left Virginia to scout out a new home. He arrived for the
final time with family in tow and 144 slaves in early 1828. He soon had his
slaves busy constructing a home on Lake Jackson while he began to build his
business with the City Hotel. He was briefly the teller in the Union Bank (not
a low position as it is perceived today), and then went to Cuba for his health.
He was accompanied on this voyage by A. M. Randolph and his daughter
Elizabeth. Upon returning he became very active in politics and soon held a
number of posts including Territorial auditor, in the Territorial Legislature,
and a delegate to the Constitutional Convention in St. Joseph. He was elected
to serve in the State Legislature at its first meeting in 1845. From 1849-1853 he
served the State as governor, the only Whig to be so elected. He was the first to
recommend the creation of a “Board of Internal Improvements,” which was
created in 1850, and to suggest an investigation into the costs of draining the
Everglades. He was a man ahead of his time in these proposals but his legacy
lived on in the person of Governor Napoleon Bonaparte Broward. We could
say that Broward completed Brown’s “Florida French Connection.”

X

Dr. Joe Knetsch is the author of over two hundred articles and sixteen books,
most of them concerning the state of Florida’s historty. Three of these books
involve the Seminole Wars and their impact on Florida’s development. He 1s also
a frequent reviewer of books on military history for the Journal of America's
Military Past and authored regular articles for Professional Surveyor
Magazine for over a decade. For twenty-eight years he served as the historian
for the Division of State Lands in the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection. Dr. Knetsch lives in Tallahassee with his wife LLinda and is now retired.
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By W. L. PERRY.

JACKSONVILLE:
C. DREW’S BOOK AND JOB PRINTING OFFICE 1859.

CHAPTER XXI

AFTER an eight days trip through a rough country, and the last four with a
heavy load, and a team already jaded down and half eaten by flies and
mosquetoes, it may very easily be inferred that | was in a pretty badly
used-up condition when | reached the camp; so much so, indeed, that
on the morning after my arrival the ponies were scarcely able to move.

This, however, so far as the progress of the work was concerned,
was no very serious difficulty, as we could do again what we had often
done before when the team was absent—each man serve as his own
pack horse, for the transportation of provisions from one point to
another, for his own consumption.

This we designed to do until our ponies should have time to
recuperate, but a circumstance took place which, as the printer would
say, knocked us all into pi, and caused us to abandon the work and seek
protection from the now hostile Seminoles, either by flight or otherwise.

While quietly pursuing our work, with the buoyant hope of its
speedy completion, one afternoon, not many days after my return from
Tampa, we were no less surprised than gratified to discover a man
on horseback, coming towards us, following the old Indian trail | had
traveled to Tampa. Just at that time we had stopped to set a mile post,
mark the bearing trees, &c. The stranger, not noticing our surveying
implements, and not quite certain that we were surveyors, when within
about a hundred yards reined up his horse as if in doubt what to make
of us. Observing this, the Captain shouted to him to “come ahead—that
we were white men when washed clean, and he shouldn’t be hurt.” Thus
assured the stranger approached without hesitancy, and on coming up
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the Captain recognized a Mr. Turner, an old acquaintance, whom he had
not seen for some years.

After the usual greetings had been passed, the Captain asked:
“Well, Turner, what in the world brought you here; are you lost?”
“Not lost,” answered Turner, "but the bearer of important news.”
“What is that?” inquired the Captain.

“| am come on an express,” replied Turner, “by order of the
Commandant at Tampa, to inform you that the Indians have broken out,
and warn you to leave at once for some place of safety, as, unless you
do, you will probably be attacked within the next twenty-four hours.The
Indians are now scouring the country in every direction, threatening death
to all who may fall into their hands, and, if you are not prepared to fall
into a good fight, | would advise you to leave without a moment’s delay.”

Of course we were thunderstruck at the intelligence, and for a
moment some of us not a little frightened.

In the present broken down condition of our team, it was
impossible to leave without throwing away all our plunder, which not
one of us felt inclined to do.

After some further conversation with Turner, we learned that, a day
or two before, Lieut. Hartsuff and his command were attacked near Fort
Simon Drum, (some twenty-five miles from where we were,) four of his
men killed and himself wounded, besides the destruction of thirteen
mules and several wagons. The circumstances of the attack were briefly
as follows:

This gentleman was sent, with a small command, to survey a

road across a certain swamp lying within the Indian boundary, for the
purpose of establishing a communication between one military post
and another. Billy Bowlegs (the chief) hearing of it, repaired to the spot
and ordered him to desist, telling him that he was making a survey in
his territory, which he would not allow, and that if he progressed with it
beyond a certain point he would be fired upon. Acting under the order
of a superior, Lieut. Hartsuff bravely continued his work, and the threat
of Billy was put into execution, with the result already detailed.
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The first blow thus struck, and knowing the character of the
Seminoles, and their deepseated hatred of the whites, it was not
difficult for us to divine that we were in imminent danger, and that
something must be done at once, as they well knew our location, and
would probably attack us next.

Turner soon left us, to hunt up and bear the same news he had
brought to us to other parties of surveyors then in the woods; first
informing us—when we told him the condition of our team—that if we
could tough it out for six or eight days, at the end of that time there
would be some government teams passing that way, en route to Fort
Capron, and that we might put our things on board of them, and go
with them to that place.

“But,” continued Turner, “if you remain here, remember it is not
with my advice to do so. | merely make this suggestion, that, with all
the facts before you, you may be able to come to whatever conclusion
you may think best.” With this he bade us good-bye, and mounting his
horse, was soon out of sight.

After a long and earnest consultation, the Captain concluded it
would be best to risk the consequences, and wait for the Government
teams—all hands expressing a preference for this course. We, therefore,
immediately repaired to our camp, about a mile distant, near the banks
of the Kissimmee river, and began to make vigorous preparations for a
vigorous defence in case we should be attacked.

The first thing done was to move our effects from the edge of the
thick woods some two hundred yards out into the open prairie, where
we could see all around, and thus prevent a surprise by the Indians,
who might spring suddenly upon us from the neighboring bushes
and overpower us before we could have time to use our arms, and
then went immediately to work with the view of building some sort of
breastwork, behind which we might fight to advantage.

Good heavy poles were cut and carried on our shoulders from the
woods to the spot selected in the prairie for the battle-ground, out of
which we constructed a pen about ten feet square, and about as high as
a man’s shoulder, notching them down carefully, until they rested snugly
one upon another, all the way along from corner to corner. This done,
we dug a ditch on every side, throwing the dirt against the walls to fill
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up the small cracks, and strengthen them as much as possible.

All this work was performed in an incredibly short time, as at dark
it was completed, and we were all inside of the novel garrison awaiting
whatever event might take place.

“Now, my hearties,” said the Captain, as we sat down for a
moment’s rest after the excessive labor of the afternoon, “you must
remember, should we be attacked by the Indians, that there is no place
to run to; that the lives of us all depend, to some extent, on the bravery
of each and every one, and there must be no backing out. With this kind
of feeling, and with the advantages we possess, we can beat off three
times our number of the redskins.”

Every man expressed a willingness to bear an equal part when it
came to fighting, and | verily believe there were those in that little log
pen who would have been gratified with a certainty that the Indians
would fall upon us, provided they would take daylight for it.

Our ardor was very much cooled, however, when, on examination,
we found there but nine percussion caps in the camp, and our guns
(three in number) were all arranged for shooting with caps. As it was
evident we could not shoot many times, the axes, the jacob's staff, a
number of sticks of hard wood keenly pointed to be used as spears,
and several murdeous looking clubs, were conveniently placed in the
enclosure, to be used in case of emergency.

Next, three guards, consisting of two men each, were appointed to
relieve each other, and keep a strict watch for the enemy while the rest slept.

The night passed off quietly, without any noise or other signs to
induce us to believe that there were Indians prowling about in the
neighborhood.

The next day, our thoughts having nothing else to operate upon
while cooped up in the narrow confines of our little fort—if it may be
dignified with that name—they very naturally, under the circumstances,
ran upon the subject of the Indians, their history, their character, habits
of life, &c. &c. One of the party related the following brief history of
them in Florida, which is inserted here with the belief that it may not be
without some interest to the reader:
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“The word Seminole is from the Creek, signifying refugee. If we
are to credit tradition, the Cherokee tribe, or a portion of it, declared
war against a neighboring tribe, while another portion, not thinking,
perhaps, the cause for war sufficient or justifiable, refused to take up the
war club against their neighbors. Thus arose two parties, one opposed
to, and the other in favor of a war. Those opposed to the war being in
the minority, were subjected to much annoyance and many indignities
from the more powerful party, to elude which they fled for protection to
the swamps of Florida; hence the origin of the tribe and of their name—
Seminole, or refugee.

“At what precise period, or what number fled to the 'Land
of Flowers,' | have never been able to correctly ascertain. Their
number has never been accurately known at any time, but at the
commencement of their war against the whites in 1835-6, it was
supposed there were several thousand warriors.

“The war upon the whites, beginning about the above date, lasted
for several years, resulting in the loss of many lives, a vast amount of
property to the citizens of the State, and several millions of dollars to
the general government. After this a peace was concluded, and many
of the Indians induced to take up their abode west of the Mississippi.
This treaty of peace, by which the territory in which they now live was
assigned them, certain privileges granted, &c., remained inviolate until
the Summer of 1849, when a small party, consisiting of four, made an
attack upon two or three families living at old Fort Capron, on Indian
River, which resulted in the death of Mr. Barker, and the loss of an arm
to Maj. William Russell, their families escaping to the opposite side
of the river, after incredible suffering for the want of water and food,
and exposure to the inclemencies of the weather, and ultimately to the
settlements above. A demand was immediately sent to the chief of the
tribe for those concerned in the outbreak, which was readily complied
with, and three of them (the fourth being killed in his resistance to those
who went to take them) were delivered up to be dealt with according to
the dictates of the authorities. They were put in prison to await trial, but
soon after committed suicide.

“From that time no difficulty of consequence occurred, if we may
except a few harmless quarrels between them and the frontier settlers,
growing out of the cattle-thieving propensities which were indulged in,
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until now Hartsuff and his men are attacked, and several of them are killed.

“The number of the Seminole Indians at present is supposed not
to exceed four hundred and fifty, and variously estimated by different
persons even at a less figure. The question is frequently and gravely
asked, why are they not at once eradicated from the country, and its
citizens freed from the ceaseless annoyances to which they are ever
subject from them. This, we admit, is a perfectly natural question from
one who knows nothing of the country they occupy, nor of their habits
of living. But if such person could take a trip, commencing at Charlotte’s
Harbor, or a little south of that point, eastward along the south side of
the Lake Okeechobee to Fort Jupiter inlet, the mystery would be at
once explained. Who has not heard of the Everglades, a mighty swamp,
stretching from Gulf to Atlantic, from Lake Okeechobee almost to Key
West, embracing an area of about forty-five hundred miles, and by the
side of which the celebrated Okeefanokee would stand like a mole-hill
beside a mountain? This is the home of the Seminole. He knows every
foot of it; the white man knows nothing. This large territory is constantly
covered with water, but interspersed with islands, containing from five
to several hundred, or even thousand acres of fertile land. From one
of these islands to another the Seminole meanders his little log canoe,
made for the purpose, and upon them has his banana, pine-apple, corn
and pumpkin patches, far out of reach of the white man’s rifle.

“It will be seen, by a moment’s reflection, that, under such
circumstances, itis next to impossible to capture these Indians, unless they
are caught out on some of their marauding expeditions, which is rendered
an extremely uncertain business, from the fact that long chains of swamp
and hammock stretch out from this large swamp into the settlements,
which usually furnish them cover for a sure retreat after committing a
murder. It may be asked how these savages support themselves in
this dismal swamp. And in its answer we discover one of the greatest
advantages of the red man over the white. The Indians subsist entirely
upon the co-ontee and bamboo roots, which they pound up and convert
into bread, and upon deer, bear, turkeys, and fish, with all of which the
swamp abounds. The utter impossibility of transporting provisions for
an army through such a swamp, and the equal impossibility of an army
subsisting upon such articles as above enumerated, is the grand reason
why the Indians have not long since been driven out.
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“It has long been hoped that they might ultimately be induced to
join their brethren in the West, who have gone before them, without
the employment of ‘Sharp’s rifle’ for that purpose, but this hope is now
pretty generally given up. Even the kind hearted government has at last
concluded that Bibles, tracts, and the olive oil branch, have lost their
efficacy, and is now willing to try what virtue there is in powder and ball.

“Erratic in their dispositions, they wander from place to place,
never remaining at one spot more than a few days at a time. When
night comes, they stretch themselves upon the green grass, around a
pine-knot fire, with the broad heavens for a covering in clear weather.
If it rains, they erect low shelters of pine bark to protect their bodies
from the beating element. They are idle, sulky, and doggish in their
dispositions; never showing a spark of sociability with the whites in
times of peace. Their dress consists of a hunting-shirt, reaching about
midway of the thighs, fastened about the waist by means of a belt, a
pair of buckskin leggings, and moccasins of the same material. Billy
Bowlegs, the present chief, is now about forty-five years of age, and
consequently in the prime of life. He possesses any amount of shrewd
cunning, and is eminently qualified to carry on an Indian warfare.”

On the following night, during the watch of Sile and myself, about
the hour of midnight, Bull (our dog) began to sniffle the air, and exhibit
signs of uneasiness, as if he smelt something he didn’t much admire.
Supposing it might be some animal prowling around trying to make
out what we were, | did not at once think it necessary to disturb the
slumbers of the Captain; but Bull becoming more and more excited,
raising his bristles and alternately growling and whining, | concluded it
would be prudent to have all hands awake and on the alert. |, therefore,
noiselessly awoke the Captain, and all the others at the time asleep,
who, with myself, thought the redskins must be about, and making
ready for an onslaught. Each man immediately armed himself with a
gun, club, stick, or whatever could be got hold of, and stood ready to
repel invasion from any source whatsoever. Although we stood peering
into the pitchy darkness, expecting every moment to see the dusky
form of a savage creeping up to our breastwork to scale it, and be down
upon us with tomahawk and butcher-knife, we had the satisfaction of
seeing daylight approach without an attack.

To bore the reader with a rehearsal of the monotonous scenes
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

which transpired during our sojourn on the banks of the Kissimmee
would be superfluous, if not unkind, and | will therefore pass them over.
Suffice it to say, that we were fortunate enough to escape an attack
from the Indians, and that at the end of eleven days a government
team arrived on its way to Fort Capron, under an escort. As this team,
contrary to our expectations, had already nearly a full load, it was
impossible to get one-fifth of our things into it, and we had, at last, to
leave many valuable articles in the woods to the mercy of the savages.

Among the valuables left, because there was no way for carrying
them, were elaborate notes of “Scenes in a Surveyor’s Life,” which,
doubtless, Billy Bowlegs afterwards perused with much pleasure.
They were a loss to me, and a loss to those who have honored these
scribblings with a perusal.

In addition to what of our plunder we could get into Uncle Sam’s
wagon, we packed as much on the ponies’ backs as they could carry,
which was a very small quantity, each of us also shouldering what we
could carry, and started for Fort Capron.

The reader has already been informed that most of the distance
between our work and Fort Capron lay through a low flat country,
which now, by a succession of recent heavy rains, was almost entirely
inundated. More than two-thirds of it was in this condition, and we were
forced to wade for hours together in water from knee to waist deep.
On this account several of the men were obliged to throw away their
packs, as the muscles of their legs became almost paralyzed by the
excessive labor of wading, and they were only able to carry themselves
by frequent tarrying to rest.

At the end of four days of such fatigue and suffering as | hope it
may never be my lot to experience again, we reached Fort Capron,
where we remained several days recuperating. Here the company was
disbanded. One or two remaining to engage in business which offered,
the balance of us seeking the first opportunity for sailing up Indian
River, on the way to our respective homes, which, in due course of time,
we reached, rejoicing to be once more among our friends, after an
absence of months in the wild woods of South Florida.

By degrees we again became accustomed to the pleasures of
civilized society.
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The curtain now drops; the “Scenes” are closed. Nothing now
remains but to “tip our beaver,” accompanied with as polite a bow as
one of our profession is capable of making, to those who have kindly
followed us through, wishing them a hearty God speed in the paths of
virtue and usefulness through life.

If we have been the humble means of enabling any to pass
pleasantly a few leisure hours, or to take a real side-splitting laugh, our
object has been fully accomplished.

Till we meet again, adios.®

Fort Myers, Stuart,
Port St. Lucie &
Melbourne
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Surveying & Mapping
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who want to champion and
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The Florida Surveying and Mapping Society has

an eLearning Platform that is linked to your FSMS
membership account.

When accessing the eLearning platform, use your
FSMS membership username and password to log in.
(Not Available for Sustaining Firm Memberships)

As always, Correspondence Courses are available by
mail or email.
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